association of architectural technologists of ontario

ATQ

architectural technology quarterly

winter 2013

contents
forward

2

feature

3

report

6

write

9

council

12

learn

15

event

16

voice

18

note

19

president _Sharon Creasor
secretary _Greg Cherwaty
treasurer _Dexton Bennett
registrar _Christian Cote
directors _Jim Bazios
_John Culmone
_Dan Doneff
_Dunja Lackovic
_George Nazimek
_Martin Paivio
_Sam Pasquale

Season’s Greetings from AATO Council! Over the holidays please enjoy
reading the second issue of Architectural Technology Quarterly,
AATO’s digital magazine.
Council and the Committees of Council have started many new initiatives that will be introduced in the coming months. The year 2014 looks
very promising for continued discussions with other professional organizations and the creation of member opportunities. To begin, we have
set the time and place for the 2014 AGM, notice of which you will find in
this issue. We have decided to move the timing of this year’s AGM
event ahead two weeks, so please take note of the date on your calendar’s now.
This year’s AGM will also differ in that Council will be hosting a spring
Accreditation Lecture Series in the two days prior to the AGM. In order
to provide more networking opportunities and member education opportunities, we plan to offer seminars outside of the Lecture Series that
meet the requirements for Interns to fulfill their accreditation requirements or for accredited members to complete their CPD programs.
The initiative for student representation on the AATO Council is well
underway as outlined in Brian Abbey’s article. In addition, you will also
find more Council profiles in this issue. There is also information in this
newsletter on member’s benefits. Please review the coming events section to schedule industry events in the coming year.
We are sending out our 2014 invoices this week and once again fees
have remained unchanged. Included with the invoice this year is a survey which we would like you to fill out and send back to the office. In
order to assist us with future planning we need to know more about
you, our members, and what is important to you.
I would also like to thank our members that have submitted articles for
this newsletter and remind everyone that we are always looking for additional content if you would like to contribute.
To close I wish all members much happiness and prosperity in 2014.
Sharon Creasor, M.A.A.T.O.
President
screasor@sympatico.ca
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the ARC

The architecture of the River Culture Pavilion ( ARC ) is an powerful formal statement that combines nature, technology
and space. The bold curved form of the ARC is perched on a peninsula that juts into the river and surrounded by an awe inspiring natural environment. The building is a strong focal point set against a stunning panoramic landscape.

the ARC
River Culture Multimedia Theater Pavilion

The architecture is comprised of a vessel shaped form that is clad in silver fritted
ETFE pillows that through a play of transparency and geometry creates an
ephemeral effect.
This atmospheric quality of the building enclosure is heightened by light reflections from shallow pool of water that surrounds the base. While the visible portion of the building sits atop an artificially formed landscape, the exhibition gallery concealed below is the space through which the visitors enter. While the
exterior of the ETFE clad structure captures the quality of the changing light
with the open sky and river landscape as backdrop, the darkened and hermetic
interior of the main structure houses an immersive multimedia environment
illuminated only by projections of the abstracted and reconceptualized qualities of the surrounding site. The architecture enables the
visitor’s experience to be an alternating play between a ‘real’ experience of the
water, sky and landscape that surrounds the building, and a virtual experience
as presented through multimedia. This experience culminates on the roof where
a large reflecting pond reflects the sky and an observation terrace enables the
visitor to overlook the site and its natural surroundings from yet another perspective.
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River Culture Multimedia Theater Pavilion

Membership Services Committee
For a full list of Membership Benefits, please refer to the Association website or click this link:
AATO Member Benefits

We have listed but a few to highlight some of the services provided.
Petro Canada Fleet Card
Liability Insurance through Sinclair Cockburn
AATO Web Directory Advertisement
Discounted CAA membership
Discounts via Velux Canada
Discounts on Hertz Car Rentals
Free subscription to Homes and Cottages Magazine
Subscription to Architectural Technology Quarterly
Home and auto group insurance program under The Personal

December 2013 update:
In addition to the benefits mentioned on our website and listed above, there are a number of
tangible benefits available to the AATO to enjoy through other professional organizations with
who the we are in collaboration or conversation with. These include:
Communications on industry initiatives and opportunities
Current job opportunities
Social activities and networking opportunities

Membership benefits such as personal insurance, car rental discounts, box store member
ships, hotel rate discounts, etc.
The committee is pursuing sponsorships and event support, marketing and communication and
continues to explore competitive rates and comprehensive services from insurance providers
regarding:
The general liability and errors and omissions to suit our members’ needs

Please fill out the Membership Survey, coming your way soon, and let us know of the services
and support you expect the AATO to provide you.

report

A variety of seminars and courses suitable under our continuing education requirements

Thank you,
Dunja Lackovic,
Membership Services Committee Chair
credits | image: philmckinney.com

AATO College & Faculty Liaison
Representative’s Report

As many of you know, during the AATO’s Annual General Meeting, held in the Blue Mountain Resort at the end of April earlier
this year, I pledged to form a new Committee, the Student Liaison Committee (SLC) and over the summer months I wrote a draft policy for the SLC’s program that, I am
pleased to announce, was accepted by our new AATO Council. Most of the Colleges and Universities that were
approached have acknowledged and endorsed the program. They are now working with their students to form
their own sub committees and elect their chair to sit on the SLC. I am really hoping that the first meeting of the
SLC will be held early in the New Year and anticipate that we will have an Official Student Liaison Director on
Council by the 2014 AGM. I will provide an update on this in the next edition of the ATQ newsletter.
In addition to the Student liaison Committee Program, I also a member of several of the colleges Architectural
Technology Program Advisory Committees (PAC) including Humber and Sheridan. I am actually the chair of the
PAC at George Brown College and I am running for chair of the PAC at Georgian College. I have also been attending some of the participating colleges, giving Town Hall meetings and presenting at Association Fairs promoting the AATO. Attending and presenting at Awards Ceremonies is another part of my role as your AATO
College and Faculty Liaison Representative.

report

On Tuesday, September 24th I attended the Sheridan College for the Faculty of Applied Science
Technology (FAST) Academic Awards Ceremony;
you can see me bottom left of the first photo if
you look closely! I presented Ms. Aleksandra Szymakowska with our award of $500.00, a Certificate of Excellence and a complementary AATO
student Membership. Package.

On Wednesday, October 9th I accompanied AATO president, Sharon
Creasor to the OBOA President’s
Dinner as part of their 57th Annual
Meeting & Training Sessions, held in
Hamilton. In the first picture you
can see Sharon and I sitting with
two other AATO members, Doug
Walker, a professor at George
Brown College and Ann Pepper, a
professor at Georgian College in
Barrie. They are both also OBOA
members and were attending the
conference.
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On Wednesday, November 13th I attended George Brown College with AATO President, Sharon Creasor for the Annual Association’s Fair. We had a very simple table
top display with AATO brochures, membership forms, display boards and a PowerPoint presentation about the AATO. It was a very well attended event and we were
able to recruit quite a few new Student Members enrolled in the Architectural
Technology Program.

On Tuesday, November 19th AATO President, Sharon Creasor and myself travelled
down to London, Ontario to attend the London Chapter Meeting that was held at
Fanshawe College. I addition to Chapter members, there were a number of students
in attendance. Sharon gave an overview of the current status of the Association and
its goals for the foreseeable future while I gave a PowerPoint presentation on the history and governance of the Association and the benefits of being a member of the
AATO. It was a pleasure presenting to such an attentive audience.

I am looking forward to an exciting New Year in my
role as College and Faculty Liaison Representative
as I reach out even further to the students of other
colleges across Ontario and on a final note I would
like to take this opportunity to wish you and yours
a safe, pleasant and happy holiday season and
prosperous New Year!

AATO College & Faculty Liaison
Representative’s Report

Thanks and best regards.
BRIAN L ABBEY
M.A.A.T.O., Technologist OAAAS, BSSO, A.Sc.T.,
CSC, BCQ
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Basement Apartments:
Cash Flow or Disaster
Enforcement of basement or accessory apartment
retrofit fire codes has caused problems ever since
the Rae government enacted Ont. Reg. 385/94.
The code was designed to provide a measure of
safety in the even of a fire for all occupants of the
dwelling.
Fire officials face manpower shortages to find delinquent units and enforce their upgrade. Insurance
companies and mortgage lenders each face increased risks due to non-disclosure of the unit or a
financial burden caused by retrofit costs. These
units are often attractive to first time buyers or
multifamily situations unaware of the risks and liabilities.
Perhaps it should be illegal to insure, mortgage,
rent or sell accommodation of any kind, which
does not meet minimum fire safety standards. A
building permit should be obtained to install a new
unit or ensure that changes to an existing unit
meet Ontario Building Code Requirements. A new
unit would require two exits and other requirements more strict than a unit that falls under retrofit legislation for existing apartments.
While these units can provide a much-needed
source of affordable housing, plus a nice source of
revenue to help with the mortgage, they add a burden to all municipal services.
Taxes to support these demands do not reflect this
if based on single-family residential assessment.
One solution would be to levy a higher assessment
on an owner-occupied single family home with a
rented accessory unit. Single-family homes with
both units rented should be taxed as duplexes or
income properties. The long-suffering taxpayers
should be given relief from the extra costs imposed
by these uncalculated factors.
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Perhaps use of paid duty fire crews to canvass
door to door and identify homes with accessory
units is an idea whose time has come. Politicians
awake, this could be a legitimate source of new
tax revenue and a public service to boot.
Brian Edwards, M.A.A.T.O., B.C.Q.

Backflow Prevention Devices
Are now required or will be by many municipalities for commercial, industrial, single or mixed
use, multi-tenanted buildings.
These devices are installed on the municipal side
of the water meter to prevent water that has entered a building from syphoning back into the
municipal supply and contaminating the system.
Installation must be completed by a licensed
plumber under a permit that can require engineering design depending on the size of the service.
Testing of the system with an annual reporting
requirement should be anticipated as an ongoing
TMI expenditure.
Costs run from $1,500-2,000 plus dependent on
the size of the supply line and any engineering
design requirements.
If not already installed, count on this to be a prepurchase or listing requirement with ongoing
TMI expenses.
Brian Edwards, M.A.A.T.O, B.C.Q

OBC 2014 Changes (Part 9)

The OBC 2014 (actually called 2012 by the Ministry of Housing) has at least 700 individual
changes. This article addresses only those changes which apply to “Part 9" buildings. Also, due
the number of changes, a short article such as this can only give an overview of the scope and
type of changes and should not be relied on as any sort of a precise reference.
Code users should be aware that if they obtained an earlier version of the “2012" code (O.reg
332/12) it has been subsequently amended by O.reg 151/13. The “2014" code then, is these two
documents together. http://www.e-laws.gov.on.ca/html/regs/english/elaws_regs_120332_e.htm

The changes fall into several categories:
1.

Political Correctness: e.g. “Sanatorium” has been removed as a type of building.

2.

Metrification: e.g. Equivalent English units have been removed but many of the metric
requirements have been altered slightly to match the English equivalents.

3.

Removal of obsolete requirements: e.g. asbestos-cement shingles & sheets

4.

Removal of redundant requirements: e.g. 9.34.4. requirements concerning electric
work was removed because it was already covered in the electric code.

5.

Expansion of water conservation options: e.g. addition of grey-water & rainwater systems, & allowance for composting toilets.

6.

Liberalization of some inspection rules: e.g. removal of the requirement for site grading for occupancy

7.

Expansion of some tables: e.g. the foundation wall table now permits some wall up to
9'-10" in height

8.

Re-organization of certain sections: e.g. re-organization of 9.5, 9.6 & 9.7 to be consistent with the structure of the NBC.

9.

Re-writing of some sections using new definitions: e.g. fire separations now using “fire
block” and “fire stop” as separately defined terms.

10.

Significant upgrades to some requirements: e.g. smoke alarms in dwelling units.

11.

Addition of some requirements not in previous codes: e.g. requirements to seal duct
work.
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OBC 2014 Changes (Part 9)

12.

Some detail items: e.g. lower riser height for public stairs, nailing requirements for roof sheathing.

13.

Energy requirements tweaks: e.g. Drain Water Heat Recovery now
allowed as a trade-off in SB-12, and insulation required for hot water heater
outlet pipes.

14.

Energy requirements “future dated” requirements: The 2015 future dated
requirements are of a detail nature but the 2017 requirements are significant.
Truth be told however, 2017 is a long way off and governments have been
known to change this part of the code on short notice.

Notably, SB-12 in the printed Compendium that we received was the older version,
dated September 14, 2012. The current version of SB-12 is the March 15, 2013 version.
In related news, OBOA has published it’s revised Energy Efficiency Design Summary
form (EEDS). http://www.oboa.on.ca/news/article/?id=249 The new form has several
tweaks and has added:
1. A place to record the trade-off option being employed, and
2. A place to record the efficiency of the proposed Drain Water Heat Recovery Unit
3. A place for the house designer to sign substantiating that the design meets the
OBC with BCIN # if applicable.
Code users should take the time to review those sections of the code which they
use and take note of the changes as there are many more than there is space to review in an article such as this.
Dara Bowser, M.A.A.T.O.
Please note that Bowser Technical offers a Part 9 OBC 2014 update seminar and there will be additional sessions in the new year.
If you are interested in such a session, please email: Seminars@BowserTech.com.
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Greg Nazimek
M.A.A.T.O., Director
A Ryerson graduate and a member of this Association for nineteen years, George brings over
thirty nine years of experience in technical architecture and construction, twenty seven of which
have been in private practice. Specializing in all
aspects of project implementation from inception through completion, he has been personally
involved and hands on in all aspects of construction, supervision and project management. His
attention to detail ensures the successful completion of projects on time and within budget.
The scope of work primarily involves commercial
and industrial projects. Humanity First Community Centre, Holiday Inn Express, Famous Players Theaters, Chapters, Shoppers Drug Mart,
Price Chopper are just a few.
Having served on council through five previous
of Toronto West for the past thirteen years,
George feels we must all do what we can to promote the Association and make the public
aware of the vast potential our membership has
to offer.

council
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administrations and being the Chapter treasurer

Dunja Lackovic,
Life Member, Director
Dunja joined AATO in 1972
as a certified architectural technologist.
Since then she served on the Council for
several years in various capacities, two
years as the president, and currently on
Membership Services Committee. She is a
member of ARIDO/IDC, retired member of
CMC, founding member of CAWIC, she
holds RPA designation, and is the president of YCC-11 corporation.

council
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Throughout her forty year professional career she held numerous management positions in various sectors the provincial and
municipal governments, most recently the
Ontario Realty Corporation and the City of
Toronto, in the planning, development and
management of major capital projects,
specializing in judicial and justice related
facilities. Subsequently she established DL
Planning and Project Management consulting firm providing facilities planning and
interior design advice to corporate and
public sectors clients.

Brian L. Abbey
M.A.A.T.O., Past President, Technologist OAAAS, BSSO, A.Sc.T.,
CSC, BCQ
Brian was born in London, England in 1947. Educated in London to the age of
fifteen, moved to Scotland in 1962 where he completed his education and obtained his first employment. He returned to London in 1970 and worked there
successfully up to his emigration to Canada in July 1981.
After completing his formal education he entered into an Apprenticeship in Architecture in June of 1965 and attended Art School and Technical College for
Building Design & Technology. He was accepted as a Probationer of the Royal
Institute of British Architects in the same year and completed parts one and two
of the Intermediate Examination by means of External Testimonies over the
next three years. In 1978 he became a Senior Surveying Technician by satisfying
the admission requirements and becoming an Associate Member of the Society
of Surveying Technicians.
Upon arrival to Canada in 1981 he applied for membership to Construction
Specifications Canada and he currently serves on the Executive Committee in
the capacity of Architectural Officer. In addition he became an accredited Member of the Association of Architectural Technologists of Ontario and served on
the Governing Council and was AATO President from 2009 to 2011 and he is
now the AATO’s College and Faculty Liaison Representative as well as Immediate Past President.

Having reached the pinnacle of his career he has chosen to get involved as much
as possible and share his wealth of experiences with others and most particularly the younger members and students in the profession of Architecture and
those in other diverse disciplines within the construction industry.
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Most of his almost half a century in Architecture has been spent working in Architect’s Offices or Architectural Departments of large organizations. However,
he has been running his own business since 1985 and since 2002 he has devoted
a good portion of his time to his own successful practice.

council

In addition Brian has become an active member of the Ontario Building Officials
Association (OBOA), the Ontario Building Envelope Council (OBEC), The Ontario Association of Engineering Technicians and Technologists (OACETT), the
Canada Green Building Council (CaGBC) and the Ontario Association of Applied
Architectural Sciences (OAAAS).

learn
Looking for a way to further educate yourself so that you can
meet the current Intern/Student Member requirements for
the Intern Upgrading Program? Looking to complete your
Continuing Professional Development credits for the year?
Check out the online courses offered at AEC Daily. It’s a great
way to earn credits during your lunch hour; and don’t forget
to print your certificate at the end of the course for submittal to the Association.

The Home Renovations Show is your one-stop
shopping experience for all the latest in renovating, upgrading, and planning ideas! Meet designers, professional renovators, and local building
experts and browse the many hundreds of products and services
our exhibiting companies have to offer. Take in a free seminar
offered by industry experts, and enter to win fabulous prizes

Pinchin Environmental offers free and
paid courses at:
www.pinchin.com/courses/listing
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www.aecdaily.com

IDS14 Professional Trade Day
Deadline to pre-register is January 6th, 2014
Join us for IDS14 Professional Trade Day, presented
by Miele, on January 24, 2014. Be the first to see
thousands of new products from over 300 exhibitors, exchange ideas with your peers and take part
in an exciting international speaker series with the
design luminaries who are driving design today.
Members of the professional design industry receive
a reduced pre-registration rate for Professional
Trade Day of $10 + HST until January 6, 2014, 11:59
p.m. After this date, the registration fee increases
to $25 + HST online and on site. Pre-register now.
The eagerly-anticipated AZURE Trade Talks return
to IDS, with an inspiring line-up of speakers: International Guest of Honour Patrizia Moroso, creative
director Dennis Askins, design star Dror Benshetrit
and Miele co-proprietors Dr. Markus Miele and Dr.
Reinhard Zinkann.
Build your design knowledge with the Professional
Trade Day seminar series. These CEU-accredited
seminars cover a range of topics, from colour and
design trends to the fundamentals of running a design business.

event

Complete your design experience with innovative
features like See the Light, Islands, Studio North &
Prototype, Creative Class and designboom mart,
showcasing the best in Canadian and international
design.
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RYERSON LECTURE SERIES

voice

‘Voice’ is a place for YOU to be heard. If you
have a comment, suggestion, critique, etc. you
would like to share with the association, this is
the place to do it. Have your say.

‘Very impressive magazine. Well done, AATO!’
-Mike Leonard, M.A.A.T.O.

‘Excellent inaugural issue. Keep
up the good work!!’
-Dave Potter, M.A.A.T.O.

‘NICE Work...
This is exactly the kind of communication that the AATO needs to engage its members...
Thanks to all who had a role in this most worthy initiative…’
Best Regards,
-Alan Epps, M.A.A.T.O.

‘Well done. Please extend my appreciation to all council and
members involved in the ATQ’

‘I much appreciated the ability to receive
and scroll through the PDF edition. This is
certainly the medium for the future, it’s
fast, efficient and of course, cost effective......excellent material content and
overall....quite well done....bravo!!!’
-Rick Brooks, M.A.A.T.O.

-Andrew Marshall, M.A.A.T.O.

‘Great article, “How Accessible Are Your Designs”. It will certainly help increase awareness of issues for persons with
disabilities; both short-term (temporary disability) and long-term (permanent or progressive conditions).
That said, the use of the term “handicap” has been frowned upon for some time in industry; even more so in the world of
enhanced accessibility. You are absolutely correct in your statement, we as technologists need to be here to help and I
am encouraged to see this reflection in your article. However, persons with disabilities are not “handicapped”; emphasis
is now placed on the person first and exception is taken when referring to a disability as a “handicap”….i.e.: a person with
a disability will park in a “designated” or “barrier-free” parking space…not a handicapped space.
Although use of the incorrect term is somewhat habitual, used readily on the street and perhaps still thought to be acceptable on a general population scale, we as technologists can be here to further help increase awareness and change
attitudes by moving away from terms that are no longer socially acceptable in the accessibility community.
Simply food for thought….’
-Kimberly Wood, M.A.A.T.O.
credits | image: walldime.com

I was very pleased to see so much positive feedback from our premier edition of ATQ. Our goal
is to produce a digital magazine that appeals to our members and industry alike. Thank you all
for your kind words.
Your voice is important to us, it shapes our initiatives and our association, we welcome your
feedback on topics you see within these pages and outside of them. Let us know how to serve
you better.

note

From the Editor

If you have any industry contacts you feel would enjoy perusing the pages of ATQ, please feel
free to forward it to them. Or better yet have them send an email to aato@bellnet.ca with the
subject line ’Request ATQ’ to receive our digital magazine directly to their inbox.
Here’s wishing you and yours a safe and Happy Holiday Season!

JIM DODGE, M.A.A.T.O.
Editor, ATQ; Communication Committee; London Chapter Chair

Contact:
Architectural Technology Quarterly (ATQ)

Communication Committee

Editor: Jim Dodge, M.A.A.T.O

Chair: Demetre (Jim) Bazios, M.A.A.T.O.

ATQmagazine@gmail.com

demetredesign@rogers.com

AGM 2014
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
We are pleased to announce that the 2014 Annual General Meeting will be held
on Saturday April 12, 2014. It will be located in Mississauga at the Hilton Garden
Inn, 1870 Matheson Blvd. We will be holding the spring lecture series at the same
location on April 10th & 11th. Watch for the official notice coming in January with
more information on seminars and social events.
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